
PREFACE

Alberto L 'Abate has wri t ten an important book. For the readers i t
is  a lso of  importance to understand why exact ly he has wri t ten
exacf l rz fh is book: because he combines t i re ' i  nsioht anr l  knnur ler j r revvYU

of the academic social  scient ist  wi th the insight and knowledge of
the pract i t ioner.  From his exper ience in social  work and social
reconsLruct ion,  as an act ive parI ic ipant in the peace movement and
for nonviolence, as a social  worker also in the f ie ld of  mental
disorders,  he has a ranqe of  exper ience broader than most people
who are only pract i t ioners.  And as an academic,  a universl ty man,
he has read more than most of  both the European and the US
l j - terature in the f ie ld,  and is jn a posi t ion to br ing to the
empir ic ism of the l -aLter the phi losophical  depth of  the former.

The nrohlcm which Abate invi tes the reader fo exnlore wrth him js
nothing less than how we should conceive of  human nature,  the
nature of  society and the nature of  the relat ion between the trvo.
Two models emerge from the study of  the i j terature:  society as
essent ia l ly  consensuaf and funct ional ,  and s ' - . ,c iety as essent ia l ly
conf l ic tual .  Correspondingly there are two basic v iews of  human
beingsr ds essent ia l ly  harmonious and essent ia l ly  conf l ic t  loaded.
The baslc point  made by L 'Abate is that  th is is al l  too
ci-^] icFi^ Nei ther v iew I i r*S real j tv . rs he knn' . ' -  . i I
JTLLI| , ITJLIU. I \CILI IEL V !gW !J *J LgO]f ,  L}  UJ I IU ATIUWJ I  LI  AD

pract i t ioner.  Bcth r , ' iews car l :y impcrr-ant,  but  only part ia l
insights, ' r -hey are borh nei ther rrqh: nor wrong but fundamental ly
incompLete.  Hence the search for some kind os synthesis.  But he
reieCts Chea^ - . i -^ t  i  ar_ i  C eCleCt i  _-rSrn.  L 'Abate : lo.ro.  ons . lurruuP/ J-Lr l ly l IDLIU CUJSUL 1f l>] t i ,  L nLrdLU . f ,UVsrvPo a

nersner- f  i rze or naracl  i  om wiLhin which t ;esc -r^.  r - ,FrSl-o-- ' \ /o.q r l r
. l ;  

^*^yq!ouavrrLr crrLc'r$€ aS special  caSeS. Or,  P' l t  d l - f ferencly:  i f  we

ref  er  to the Lwo perspect ives,  of  ten identr  - t ie c i  rn our gen=::ar ion
with such names as Parsons and Dahrendorf  as theor ies,  then
L'Abate is working in the garden of  metatheor ies.  Actual ly,  he *s
even at  a levcl  above, having as his uni ts of  cr i t ical  ana-ys-s
not onlv theor ies b 'ut  other metatheor ies.

l l is  own proposal  is  a v iew of  society as a system in unstable
equi l ibr ium, a more complex posi t ion encompassing consensus
(equl  I  i  br j  um) and conf l ic t  (  instabi  I  j  ty)  ,  thus giv ing some role
f  or  hoth nersner: t  i  r res -  Tn clni  no qr-)  he has to make ' jse of  moreY""

ccmplex paradigms Lhan found i -n c lassrcal  scrence as polnted
a"f  l^"  ' -nn1- omnnr:r \ /  : r t I  hnrc aT-n1 them EdCaf t i , l3f  in.  I  COUIdvuu py r t tor ly uvt tLgrt t l /urq!y ouLlr9LJt f , r r tvtr

;Cd, however,  dt  Lhis point ,  t : ,at  - :  cr-e r) \ -e-c :uts ide the
Cccldent to the types of  drsccu:ses io ' - r : - i  - i i r  Bucdhlsn and Daoism,
then much of  th is becomes consic ierab-y ' -ess F. t . t*e; i .atr : ,  as th is
ciouble nature of  human beings anc sccrety rs --akei ,  i : r  qranted
f; :om the very beginning. The Contradict ion rs nct  ln t -he v iews of
human and social  nature but in human and social-  nature themselves;
moreover,  contradict ions are real ,  not  something to wish away or
!^  , , i * t -  .T. l -^. ,  
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always change.

recommend this book, both as arr i r lo 1-n rho nrnhlom :nn 
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debate and the l i teralure,  and because i t  opens for new
perspect ives developed by the author as a c i t izen of  two worlds,
that  of  theory and that of  pract ice.  Whether we agree or not aI
the end of  the ;ourney is another matter.  I  th ink the reader wi l l
.share wi th me the grat i tude to the author for  having been taken on
a fascinat ing journey which also bears the stamp of  being a highly
norqnn: ' l  i  nfa I  ' l  or- t r r : ' l  nr^ i rzqq- - ,  - -eY'
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